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Student Spotlight: 

Adrianne Petty left the public school system in the seventh grade hoping one day to 
finish her education. Adrianne went into the workforce and began raising four beautiful 
children. She encourages her children to work hard and to take pride in all of their 
educational achievements. She is very involved in her children’s schools by helping as a 
substitute teacher and a lunchroom aide. Once her children were all in school or 
daycare, she decided it was time to finish her high school education so she could be a 
positive role model to her children. Adrianne knew she had a calling in the nursing field 
to work primarily with the elderly. To obtain her nursing goal, she had to first receive a 
GED and then go on to college. Adrianne enrolled in the Shelton State Community 
College Adult Education Program’s GED Online class in the fall of 2007. She studied for 
six months while juggling her family and work obligations. In June of 2008, Adrianne 
passed the GED and obtained a Career Readiness Certificate. Her instructor, Kristen 
Peoples, said “Adrianne is a self-disciplined, goal oriented student who is determined to 
reach her goals. She was a delight to work with and will be a great team player for a 
nursing home program.” 

Adrianne is currently enrolled as a nursing student at Shelton State Community College. 
She speaks highly of her time spent in the adult education program and has referred 
family members and friends to the program. Adrianne will be apart of the GED 
graduation ceremony in May of 2009. 

AE Staff Spotlight: 

Candy Denny is an Accountability Specialist for the program. She attended Northern 
Illinois University. She has worked in Adult Education for 8 years. Before being 
employed at Shelton State Community College, Candy was the Accountability Specialist 
for the Tuscaloosa County Adult Education Program. 

Candy was born and raised in Illinois. Candy met Bud Denny 35 years ago and they are 
celebrating this year’s anniversary with a cruise. Candy and Bud moved to the South 
because they were tired of the cold, snowy Northern climate. Both Candy and Bud were 
fortunate to have their parents move to Alabama shortly after they did. They have two 
grown married daughters, Ashley and April, and one very gorgeous, smart, one year old 
grandson, Ethan. In addition to spending most of their time with family, Candy and Bud 
are active members of the University Lutheran Church. Candy’s life long dream was to 
be a wife and a mother and she feels blessed to have a wonderful family. When asked 
to comment about adult education, she stated, “I feel very fortunate to work for the Adult 
Education Program and I enjoy my job and all of my co-workers.” 

AE Faculty Spotlight: 

Evelyn Tannehill graduated from Alabama State University in Montgomery where she 
received both a bachelors and a master’s degree in education. She retired from the 
secondary school system after 33 years and 6 months of teaching. Most of these years 
were spent teaching at West Blocton Elementary School. In the fall of 1994, she began 
teaching Adult Education classes in Bibb County. Evelyn is the Adult Education 
instructor at Bibb Alternative in West Blocton. She has touched many lives by assisting 
the alternative school students to prepare for the GED and WorkKeys tests. When 
asked to share a personal view on her career goals, she stated, “One has to enjoy what 
he or she is doing in order to be happy and accomplish a desired outcome.” 


She is a native of Bibb County residing in West Blocton, Alabama. Other than her 
education, she relies on her strong Christian faith to guide her. 
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Partner Agency/ Host Site Spotlight: 

Thriving adults looking for employment at the Tuscaloosa CareerLink are also able to 
take advantage of the on-site adult education class coordinated in partnership with 
Shelton State Community College. The popularity and success of the program is 
evident. The class is offered to students who attend a Tuscaloosa County orientation 
session at the C.A. Fredd campus or are referred to adult education through the 
Tuscaloosa Career Center staff. 

The class is designed with an ample amount of room for classroom instruction as well as 
a spacious, updated computer lab. The classroom is formatted to work with learners 
ranging in abilities and disabilities. Visual and hearing aids are available for the students 
in the computer lab to meet the learners’ needs. The instructor, Carolyn Davis, provides 
both individual and group instruction to help the students reach their goals. The class 
schedule is from Monday through Thursday 8:30-12:00, lunch break, and then 12:30- 
4:00 and Friday from 8:30-10:30. The Tuscaloosa Career Center students show their 
dedication to obtaining their goals by attending class regularly and achieving a GED and 
a CRC. 

The Tuscaloosa CareerLink is located at 202 Skyland Drive in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 

The Center officially opened Thursday, May 5, 2005. The Adult Education program 
works closely with Brenda FI. Truelove, Coordinator for the CareerLink, and Richard 
Crawford, Manager of the Tuscaloosa Employment Service, to provide academic and 
employment opportunities for the residents of West Alabama. 

The Tuscaloosa CareerLink is one of the co-located partner agencies of the Tuscaloosa 
Area Career Center. The Center’s mission is to provide services to prospective youth 
clients and adults, including dislocated workers and other special grant recipients. 
Services offered include assessment and referral services, remediation assistance, adult 
education referrals, job/development, employment seminar training, assistance with 
resume preparation, referrals to short-term training, and referrals to post-secondary 
training providers for individual training in certificate and degree seeking programs. 

These services are available to eligible clients or participants who are deemed 
economically disadvantaged and to youth whose eligibility is determined based on both 
economic and barrier status. 

National Reporting System Update for Instructors: 

■ If a student separates and then returns to class (re-enrolls), you need to submit a 
new Enrollment Form (or copy of the old with updated demographics and test 
score) so that we will know in which subject to re-enroll the student. 

■ Scores over six months old are not valid. 

■ It causes confusion when a separated student is listed on the class Contact Hour 
Report, so please do not forget to turn in those Enrollment Forms. 

■ If a student transfers to your class from another class, please make sure you 
change the name of the class to reflect your class on the Enrollment Form. If you 
don’t change the class name on the form, the student will be entered in the old 
class again, so be sure and change the class name. 
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Technology Conference Update: 

In May, Lisa McKnight, Gary Youngblood, and Kristen Peoples attended the “Educomm “ 
conference in Las Vegas NV. All three of these Adult Education employees use 
technology in their daily work with Adult Education. They found the conference sessions 
very informative and brought back ideas for incorporating technology into program 
operation to increase student performance and retention. 

Since the conference, these employees have continued to brainstorm and implement 
new strategies for reaching more students. Innovative practices that have already been 
implemented because of information gathered at the conference include: 

o The need for a group email address was brought to their attention through one of 
the sessions that focused on retention. Students and partner agencies are now 
able to email the adult education department through GED@sheltonstate.edu 
and a staff member can answer their questions or assist with concerns, 
o The need for accessible computers in rural areas for students who take on-line 
classes was discussed. We now have GED on-line loaded on computers at both 
branches of the Tuscaloosa Public library and at the public libraries in York and 
Livingston. We have received permission to load the program on the public 
library in Greensboro. 

o The need for instructor support for new on-line students and the need to use 
computer based training at work sites. We have a plan in place to offer a 
computer based class at Phifer Wire, an international manufacturing company 
based in Tuscaloosa. The class is scheduled to begin in September. 


On-line Professional Development: 

The Shelton State Community College Adult Education program continues to strive to 
provide quality professional development opportunities. In additional to providing 
opportunities for program employees to attend state conferences and regional 
workshops, the program also offered online professional development for employees 
who were unable to attend the program’s summer in-service. The online sessions were 
provided via Blackboard and were well received so plans are in place to expand the on¬ 
line professional development delivery system. 

Conference Presentations: 

The West Alabama Chamber of Commerce and the Literacy Council of West Alabama 
sponsored a workshop for the Tuscaloosa City and County Adopt a School Volunteer 
Reading Tutors. Debbie Reynolds from the College’s West Alabama Center for 
Workforce Development, and Julia Chancy and Fran Turner from the Adult Education 
Program led the workshop that was held at the Tuscaloosa Public Library on September 
8 th , International Literacy Day. 


Drop Out Recovery Plan: 

Adult Education staff members and high school counselors communicate and at least 
once a quarter the counselors to send contact information (name, phone number, and 
address) for any of their students who drop out of high school. The AE program staff 
members contact the students and tell them about our Adult Education classes. The 
partnership with the high school counselors is working well. We are appreciative of all 
they do to help their students connect with our program. Our program has a new email 
address: ged@sheltonstate.edu . 
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Lisa Waldrop, the Shelton State’s Director of Recruiting, sends a quarterly email 
newsletter to all the counselors in our service area. The phone number for the 
Counseling Center is 205.391.2232. 

Attendance Verification: 

Candy Denny ( candy.denny@sheltonstate.edu 205.391.2673) documents all 
attendance verification for the SSCC Adult Education Program. Students needing 
verification should plan ahead. A student must have a Release of Information Form with 
the relevant recipients listed before Ms. Denny can provide the attendance verification. 
Students should bring the Request for Enrollment /Attendance Verification Form with 
them. This form is filled out and signed by the instructor. 

Bridge Update: 

Gary Youngblood coordinates the BRIDGE program with the Alabama Army National 
Guard. The Guard visits select classes in Tuscaloosa County on a monthly basis and 
present soft skills workshops for the students. SPC Brittany Fierbert and the National 
Guard were gracious enough to provide Subway Sandwiches for lunch at our Quarter 1 
In-service meeting and we look forward to our Bridge Sessions beginning again in the 
fall. 

Plus Update: 

PLUS Tuscaloosa is a community wide effort using trained volunteers to teach adults to 
read. The program is administered and coordinated by the Shelton State Community 
College Adult Education Program and is funded by the Department of Post Secondary 
Education and by contributions from community organizations, churches, businesses 
and individuals. PLUS Tuscaloosa has three goals: to raise awareness of the problem 
of adult functional illiteracy; to recruit and train volunteer reading tutors; and, to 
encourage participation of those who need assistance with reading. The program needs 
interested adults who can read and write English well, relate with sensitivity and 
compassion, and demonstrate patience and perseverance. You do not need to be a 
professional teacher to volunteer. 

The program staff will participate in International Literacy Day on September 8 th . There 
will be a literacy luncheon with a speaker and a workshop for volunteers at the 
Tuscaloosa Public Library. Currently, one out of four Alabamians cannot read or write 
above the fourth grade level. Behind the statistics are our fellow citizens who can be 
taught to read thus changing their lives forever. If you would like to volunteer to help 
someone learn to read or if you know someone who needs reading help, call PLUS 
Tuscaloosa 205.391.2671 or toll free at 1.877.643.3272. 


WorkKeys© Update: 

Our Adult Education students continue to take advantage of the opportunity to take the 
WorkKeys© assessment which is available to all our Adult Education students based on 
a prerequisite targeted instruction score. Instructors help ensure that students are ready 
for the WorkKeys© assessment by verifying that the students 

□ Have attended AT LEAST 12 hours in Adult Education classes 
D Pass the practice GED. In the past we have encouraged Instructors to make us 
of the WIN software but currently the State is changing providers for the online 
instruction for the WorkKeys Test and unfortunately we are in between this 
transition and do not have access to WIN. Instructors are encouraged to bear 
with us on this situation and hopefully the State will have a replacement for WIN 
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SOON! In the meantime, students who are prepared to take the GED Test will 
also have reviewed the material required to take the WorkKeys Test, 
n When a student has met these requirements and is ready to take the test, 
instructors send a hard copy or an email copy of the WorkKeys Online 
Registration Form to Gary Youngblood ( qyounqblood@sheltonstate.edu) the 
assessment will be given on Friday mornings at 9:00 and will last until 
approximately 12:00. Each section of the test is 55 minutes. The assessment is 
not given each week but is scheduled based on the number of students who 
need to take the test. The test will be given in the GED Classroom on the C.A. 
Fredd Campus. At this time students are responsible for their own transportation 
to the assessment. 

Alabama Career Readiness Certificate (CRC): 

The Shelton State Community College Adult Education program tested a total of 155 
students during the 2007-2008 school year. A total of 142 CRC’s were earned which 
yields a 92% success rate. Only 13 students failed to earn a CRC. A breakdown of the 
CRC’s earned in each category is as follows: 

■ Bronze - 37 

■ Silver-91 

■ Gold -14 

Ready To Work 

The Ready-to-work (RTW) Program is operated through the Alabama Department of 
Postsecondary Education division of Workforce Development. The West Alabama 
Center for Workforce Development will continue to provide Ready To Work (RTW) 
classes in Hale and Tuscaloosa Counties. Employment, retention and wage gain 
information for all participants is tracked. The RTW program goal is successful 
completion of the Alabama Certified Worker examination, RTW Program participants are 
required to secure the Alabama Career Readiness Certificate in order to complete the 
program. The West Alabama Center for Workforce Development and Adult Education 
staff will continue to partner to promote the GED and the CRC. 

English as a Second Language (ESL) Update: 

We currently offer ESL classes in Tuscaloosa County (Tuscaloosa’s One Place and Holy 
Spirit Catholic Church). The Tuscaloosa’s One Place (TOP) class meets Monday thru 
Thursday mornings and Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday afternoons; the Holy Spirit 
class meets Monday and Wednesday evenings. 

AE staff members are pleased to participate in Tuscaloosa County’s Hispanic Service 
Providers Network, which is coordinated by TOP. 

The Tuscaloosa County Site Coordinator and three ESL instructors are planning to 
attend the SETESOL (Southeast Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages) 
regional conference in Birmingham September 25-27. 


Enrollment Management: 

Managed enrollment continues to be implemented in Tuscaloosa County with positive 
results. Attendance is improving, and Functioning Level Gains are increasing. During 
orientation, emphasis is placed on the Attendance Agreement, the Code of Conduct, 
Assessment, and Goal Setting. 
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The Shelton State Community College Adult Education Program provides educational 
services at no cost to the learner, but admission to a class is not guaranteed. Students 
are required to attend an orientation prior to enrolling in a class. During the orientation 
process students sign an attendance agreement; failure to meet the guidelines of the 
attendance agreement results in removal from the program. 

Synopsis of Directors’ Meeting: 

Adult Education Directors from around the state met at DPE in Montgomery August 4-6, 
2008. Chancellor Byrne, Vice Chancellor Price and the State Adult Education Staff 
presented sessions. The reoccurring themes were budget justification, the new state bid 
law, increasing enrollment, and increasing the number of GED’s earned. 

o The State Performance Measures are in addition to the goals that are 
measured on Table 4 and Table 5 
o Retention shall not be less than 70% 
o Enrollment shall increase by not less than 12% 
o The cost per adult student rate shall not be greater than $800.00 
o AE students earning the GED in the state of Alabama shall not be less than 
3,500. 

o Competitive Bid Law (Sole Source Bidding and anything from a vendor that is 
over $15,000.00 must be bid). 

o Funding for 2009-2010 will be awarded using a Performance Based Funding 
Formula and Zero-Based funding. Justification will be required, 
o Alabama Association for Public and Continuing Adult Education (ALAPCAE) is 
the professional organization for Adult Educators. It provides student 
scholarships and will co-sponsor the 2009 Summer Conference. 


Regional Workshop 

The 2008 Alabama College Association Conference will be held at the Renaissance 
Riverview Plaza Hotel and Arthur R. Outlaw Convention Center in Mobile, AL on 
November 23-25, 2008. The theme of the conference this year is “The Alabama 
Community College System: Developing Champions”. Vince Lombardi Jr. has been 
chosen as the keynote speaker and he will provide motivating words to the attendants of 
the conference based on his personal experiences. A variety of workshops, meetings, 
and vendor expos will be offered to give educational professionals the opportunity to 
learn new ways to serve their students and the community. Phillip Johnson, Fran 
Turner, and Julia Chancy will be presenting in the session titled Transitioning New 
Readers into Adult Education. 

To book your hotel reservations at the Renaissance Riverview Plaza Hotel call 1-251- 
438-4000 or 1-800-922-3298, or make your reservation online at 
http://marriott.com/MOBRV . Rates are $94 (plus tax) a night. To receive the correct 
rate, mention group code ACAACAA . 

Adult Education Advisory Council: 

The program’s advisory council is made up of community leaders from the program’s 
five county service area. The council members share their time and expertise. This 
year’s Advisory Council includes: Isaac Atkins (Greene County Schools) Kathy Bailey 
(Tuscaloosa County - Voc. Rehab), Lew Drummond (Tuscaloosa - West Alabama 
Center for Workforce Development), Donald Elam (Bibb County Schools), Linda 
Plardwick (Tuscaloosa County - Alabama Employment Services), Joyce Levey 
(Tuscaloosa City Schools), Rebecca Mims (Tuscaloosa County Schools), William Ryan 
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(Hale - AL Court System), Frank Stegall (Hale County Schools), Thomas J. Taylor 
(Tuscaloosa - Shelton State Community College) and Annie Walker (Sumter County 
Schools). The council will meet Tuesday, September 23 rd at 10:30 in the President’s 
Conference Room on the Martin Campus to discuss recruitment, retention, and 
performance based funding. 


Alabama GED Scholarship (AGS): 

■ GED recipients are eligible to participate in a tuition scholarship program. 
Alabama GED Scholarship (AGS) Applications may be downloaded from the AL 
College System web site at http://www.acs.cc.al.us . Click on GED, then 
Scholarship Application. A copy of the press release may also be viewed at this 
site. 

■ For additional information, contact the AE office or Ms. Jan Rogers in the 
Counseling Center. 


QEP 

The College has unveiled its Quality Enhancement Plan which is improving student 
success in online classes. Visit our QEP Blog at sheltonstate.edu . 


Update on Local Recruitment Efforts: 

Our program provided information sheets about services offered and class times and 
sites were given to school systems in Bibb, Greene, Hale, and Sumter counties. The 
information sheets were sent home with elementary school children in all four counties. 

Adult education teachers and staff serve on boards and steering committees for civic 
and governmental agencies. They frequently provide information about the program at 
the meetings and information fairs. Additionally, program staff and instructors distribute 
program flyers in area businesses. The flyers have a toll free number to call for 
information. 

The two electronic billboards located in Tuscaloosa County have received positive 
feedback. Newspaper ads are currently running in papers in all five counties. We 
appreciate the community support we have received in Hale County. Program contact 
information printed on the water bills in Greensboro has been an effective recruiting tool. 

Dates to Remember: 

July 4 th - Independence Day 
September 1 st - Labor Day 
September 22 nd - First day of autumn 

Timesheet Reminder: 

Supervisors should receive the Shelton State time sheets (and/or Time and Effort 
Sheets and/or Work Logs) by the 13 th of the month unless otherwise notified. The Adult 
Education and Family Literacy Timesheet should be received by the Site Coordinator by 
the 3 rd of the month. Please proof the documents for accuracy and sign them. 

AAESAP and ARS Reminder: 

Contact Hour Reports, Student Sign-in sheets, Learner Update Enrollment Forms, and 
the ARS report should be received by the Site Coordinator by the 3 rd of the month. 
Please proof the documents for accuracy and sign the Contact Hour Report. 




8 


Answers to last quarter’s activity: 

USA Elections 


Across: 

Down: 

3. ballot 

1 . 

donkey 

5. register 

2. 

candidate 

7. president 

3. 

booth 

11. elephant 

4. 

issues 

12. election 

6. 

citizen 

13. November 

7. 

primary 


8. 

eighteen 


9. 

blue 


10 

. vote 


abcteach.com 
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Quarter I Shelton State Adult Education Word Scramble 
Please unscramble the commonly used adult education words below. 

1. nrntaioetoi 

2. lemnetnlor 

3. nncadateet _ 

4. emlia 

5. errsotp 

6. otttessp _ 

7. sagol 

8. aoplmdi _ 

9. rtcyeila _ 

10. itirectacfe 

11. emmlopntey 

12. rnotgiudaa 


Shelton State Community College Adult Education Program 
Toll Free Number: 1.877.643.3272 (1.877.6GE.DCRC) 

Email: GED@sheltonstate.edu 















